St. Clair Southern Baptist Church

ANNOUNCEMENTS
MISSION ARY
S PE AKE R —On
Sunday,
September 6, Jaymie Gerling will be here to share
with us about her mission work in Rome, Italy.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY—“Twelve More Women
of the Bible” will begin on September 16! A book is
not required. All ladies are welcome to attend.
ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING—will be at
First Baptist Church in Union on Sunday,
September 27, beginning at 3:00 p.m. A catered
dinner ($8 donation) will be served at 5:00 p.m. and
the evening session is at 6:00 p.m. Dr. Bob Curtis
will be the speaker. Please contact the church office
by Sunday, September 20, for dinner reservations.
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY—All men are invited to a
Bible study each Tuesday morning at 7:30 a.m. in
the Fellowship Hall.
.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD—The project for
September is making sewing and fishing kits. See
Karen Weidman for more details.
AGAPE HOUSE FOOD PANTRY—needs dry
goods (macaroni and cheese, Hamburger Helper,
pasta noodles, elbow macaroni), canned meat
(stew, chili, ravioli, tuna, etc.), soups, sauces,
canned fruit of any kind, household items and
cleaners, and personal care items.
SERMONS—If you cannot worship in person, the
pastor’s Sunday morning message is recorded and
posted on the church’s YouTube channel.
HELP NEEDED—The St. Clair R-XIII School District
is in dire need of substitute teachers, kitchen
employees, custodians, and school bus drivers. For
more info contact Dr. Kyle Kruse at 636-629-3500.

405 Park Drive St. Clair, Missouri 63077
(636) 629-0612
www.sc-sbc.org
www.facebook.com/stclairsouthern

Sunday
9:00 a.m. Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m. Morning Worship
& Children’s Church
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Tuesday
7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study (Church Fellowship Hall)
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. Bible Study & Prayer Meeting
Thursday
8:00 a.m. Prayer Time

The Living Word Radio Program
Sunday at 7:30 a.m. on KTUI 102.1 FM
Tell a friend and invite them to listen!

ANNOUNCEMENTS CONT’D.
NEW MEMBER
by baptism

Jesse Ryan
UPDATED PRAYER CHAIN—Copies of the updated
telephone prayer chain are on the table in the foyer.
Thank you to everyone who is participating!
SUNDAY SCHOOL LITERATURE—Recycle your
outdated literature by placing it in the designated
container in the foyer.

William L. Savage, Pastor
“Sharing God’s Life-Changing Love”
Volume 20
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From Your Pastor’s Heart
BAD NEWS AND GOOD NEWS—In our world there
are many “Bad News/Good News” jokes. For example,
there’s the one about the pastor who stood up at
church and said, “The good news is we have enough
money here this morning to pay off the church debt and
to build our new building. But the bad news is, it’s still
in your pockets!”
We get good news and bad news every day. It
seems we have an abundance of bad news today from
the COVID-19 pandemic along with the violence in our
largest cities. But in God’s Word we find both good
news and bad news. Romans 6:23 tells us the bad
news that “the wages of sin is death”, but it also tells us
the good news that “the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”
The bad news is about our sin. The Greek word for
sin is best understood as “missing the mark” like an
archer who shoots his arrow at the target and misses
the bull’s-eye. We all find ourselves here for we have
all “missed the mark.” The bad news gets worse
because the cost, or wage, for sin is death.
A wage is what we get for doing something. We
work a certain number of hours, and our employer pays
us an agreed-upon wage. It is something we have
earned, something we deserve. It is something we
have coming to us. The Bible says, “the wages of sin is
death”. Yet, how strange it is that so many people sin
and think sin is going to pay them in wages of fun and
pleasure. They fail to see that the devil is lying to them.
Sin pays its wage all right, but its wage is death which
is separation from all that is good. Payday is coming
someday. That’s the bad news. When we miss the
mark, it costs us so much.
But the good news is this: “the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” It is a free gift that
cannot be earned or deserved. We remember from our
childhood the excitement of opening gifts at Christmas.
We didn’t have to pay for those gifts. We did nothing to
earn them. We simply opened them and received

them. A gift is the opposite of a wage. We earn and
deserve our wages, but we don’t earn or deserve a
gift. If we did, it would be a reward and not a gift.
How is all this possible? We still have to deal with
the bad news. Jesus made the way possible for us
by dealing with the bad news Himself. Over two
thousand years ago on a cross outside the city walls
of Jerusalem, Jesus took the bad news and became
sin for us (II Cor. 5:21). Yes, the wages of sin is
death, and He died our death on the cross and paid
the price, the penalty for our sin. He paid for it so
now we can finish the verse with this good news, “but
the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
He made a way out of no way. We must receive this
free gift that God provided by faith alone in Him.
What a difference there is in these two kinds of
news. The bad news is that sin is so very costly, and
it has a wage attached to it. The good news is that
eternal life is free. It is God’s gift to us. And that’s no
joke! When it seems like there’s nothing but bad
news all around, just remember the incredible price
that Jesus paid for your sin. When we were so
undeserving He made a way for us to receive the
greatest gift ever given, eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” What a precious gift! What a precious Lord!

Bro. Bill

WEEK OF PRAYER
SEPTEMBER 13-20, 2020
These funds are used for many special missions and
benevolent causes in Missouri. Ten percent of the state
missions offering is returned to the association for local
mission projects.

OUR CHURCH GOAL: $2,500





$8 secures one Bible for a disaster survivor
$16 buys lunch and disciple-making materials
for an international student engaged with an
MBC campus missionary.
$25 provides a basket with a Bible and toiletries
for women rescued from human trafficking.

Revival Services
October 11-14, 2020
Dr. John Greever
Pastor, First Baptist Church
Fenton, Missouri

