St. Clair Southern Baptist Church

ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEW WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY—“When God
Doesn’t Fix It” by Laura Story begins this
Wednesday, August 1, at 6:30 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall.
Workbooks cost $6 each.
Discussion will be on Wednesday, August 15.
“EQUIP” WMU CONFERENCE—will be hosted by
St. Clair First Baptist Church next Saturday,
August 4, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Lunch is
provided. The cost is $18 at the door.
WOMEN ON MISSION—The quarterly meeting will
be held at the Ministry Center on Tuesday,
August 14, at 10:00 a.m. Missionary Chris Douglas
will give an Oasis refuge update.
PRAYER CHAIN—This ministry helps communicate
the needs of others to our church family. If you want
to be included in the chain (or removed), please let
Jane Oermann know by Sunday, August 26.

405 Park Drive St. Clair, Missouri 63077
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Sunday
9:00 a.m. Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m. Morning Worship
& Children’s Church
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Tuesday
7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study (Burger King)
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. Bible Study & Prayer Meeting
Thursday
8:00 a.m. Prayer for Revival

NOMINATING COMMITTEE—Please pray for
committee members Debbie Hartmann, Norma Lutz,
Ryan Savage, Rodger Quertermous, Janet Hofer,
and Gary Lang as they seek willing workers for the
coming year.
VBS MISSIONS OFFERING—A total of $544.25
was given!!!
This offering will go to Oasis
International, who helps refugees from war-torn
countries to find jobs, learn English, learn to drive a
car, provides furniture and clothing, and much more.
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY—All men are welcome to
attend a Bible study each Tuesday morning at
7:30 a.m. in the meeting room at Burger King.
PRAYER FOR REVIVAL—Join us each Thursday
morning at 8:00 a.m. in the Joyful Ladies room.

Chet Gaugh
by baptism

Kaylie Smith
Tina Gaugh

William L. Savage, Pastor
“Sharing God’s Life-Changing Love”
Volume 18

August 2018

Number 8

From Your Pastor’s Heart
GOD’S BLESSINGS—have been poured out on St. Clair
Southern lately! Once again we were blessed with
another great Vacation Bible School. Many thanks to our
VBS Director Candace Hix and all the teachers, workers
and helpers who taught the children about our loving
Lord Jesus Christ. Thank you also to everyone who
gave so generously to the missions offering to Oasis
International to help refugees.
A MIGHTY GOOD LICK WITH A CROOKED STICK—is
an old saying I heard many years ago. It refers to God
choosing to do His work through human instruments.
Now He could certainly do His work without us, but He
has chosen to work through us. That means that God
only has crooked sticks with which to hit His licks. God
doesn’t have any perfect instruments among His people.
All of His people are flawed in many ways, and even
though all of His people are forgiven of their sins, they
will never be completely free from sin in this life.
We see several examples of this in the Bible. For
example, Noah was a great champion for God. When
God told him that a great flood was coming, Noah built
an ark and preached to the people who lived around him
while he built it. But after the floodwaters went down,
Noah left the ark and suffered an embarrassing episode
of drunkenness and indecency (Genesis 9).
Abraham is another example of a “crooked stick”. He
is one of the three greatest men of the Old Testament
(along with Moses and David), but Abraham lied about
his wife, Sarah, on two different occasions. His son,
Isaac, struggled with God’s plan to set his younger son,
Jacob, over his older son, Esau. In addition to that
Jacob often deceived people. Samson got a haircut in
the devil’s barbershop. Moses lost his temper. Samuel
raised sons who were godless. Even David, the “man
after God’s own heart”, was guilty of lust, adultery, deceit
and murder when he horribly sinned with Bathsheba.
We see the same thing in the New Testament. Both
John the Baptist and Thomas had a bout with doubt.
Simon Peter denied the Lord three times. John Mark
deserted the Apostle Paul on one of his missionary
journeys. The point is all of them were “crooked sticks”,

but God used them to hit His “licks”. The truth of this
comes home to me, not only when I read the Bible, but
also when I read my own life. Yes, I am one of God’s
crooked sticks! I have too often been cold in spirit,
careless in thought and in word, fearful about the future
or slow to believe. The list, to my shame, could go on
and on. This much I know: if any good has come to
anyone from my ministry, all the credit and praise must
go to God and must not go to this “crooked stick”.
While it is true that God can hit a mighty good lick
with a crooked stick, He can also hit a mighty good lick
with a straight stick. In all of human history, there has
only been one stick that was truly straight—the Lord
Jesus Christ. He never sinned in thought, word or
deed. He perfectly obeyed the laws of God in every
way. Because He had no sins of His own, He was able
to pay for the sins of others. He did that on the cross
and paid the penalty my sins deserved.
Yes, Jesus was God’s straight stick, and God hit a
“mighty good lick” with that stick. That mighty good lick
is called redemption. While we thank God for all the
work He has done with His crooked sticks, we thank
Him even more for the work He has done with His
straight stick. Are you, a “crooked stick”, willing to hit a
mighty lick for the Lord?

Bro. Bill

“who gave himself for us to
redeem us from all lawlessness
and to purify for himself a people
for his own possession who are
zealous for good works.”
Titus 2:14
MISSIONS OPPORTUNITY—We recently learned
about Jessie, a young woman expecting a baby boy
soon and is in need of baby clothes, diapers, supplies,
etc. Any baby items would be appreciated and can be
left in the church library. Contact Myrna Turner for
more information.
AGAPE HOUSE—Please bring canned goods—green
beans, pork and beans, tomato products, any dark
bean product; dry goods—Ramen noodles, macaroni
and cheese, cereals, any pasta noodles, canned meat,
canned fruit, and egg cartons.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD—For the month of
August please bring composition notebooks and
magazine pictures for scrapbooks.

Dear Church Family,
I would like to thank the church family for all the
prayers before and during VBS. Continue praying that
seed will take root and more children will come to know
Jesus. God bless you all.
Candace Hix

