ANNOUNCEMENTS

VBS DECORATING—will begin on Thursday,
May 2, at 4:00 p.m. See Candace Hix for details.

CHURCH-WIDE BREAKFAST—The men will be
cooking breakfast on Sunday, May 12, so bring your
mom at 8:30 a.m. for a delicious meal!

WOMEN'’S BIBLE STUDY—AII ladies are invited to
the Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, May 15 at
6:30 p.m. for the Week 6 DVD and discussion of
The Book of Philippians—To Live is Christ.

CAMP CLEAN-UP DAY—Volunteers are needed on
Saturday, May 18, from 8:30 a.m. to noon.

OASIS MINISTRY—Please contact the association
office if you would like to help with a block party for
refugees in St. Louis on Saturday, May 18.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD—For the month
of May donations of stuffed animals for the
shoeboxes will be appreciated.

AGAPE HOUSE—PIlease continue to bring food
items to the foyer—macaroni and cheese, canned
soup, canned fruit, canned vegetables, healthy
cereals, quick snacks—and empty egg cartons.

Ghank Yow
Thank you to all the wonderful ladies of St. Clair
Southern! The luncheon was such a special time of
fellowship. Thank you for the many kind things that
were said, for the delicious food, for the gifts of
sugar-free items, and for the generous love gift. |
appreciate you praying for me so faithfully the last
few weeks and for all the things you have done to
encourage and help me. My heart is overflowing

with thanks to the Lord for each of you.

Brenda Sowage

Sunday

9:00 a.m. Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m. Morning Worship
& Children’s Church
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship

Tuesday
7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study (Burger King)
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. Bible Study & Prayer Meeting

Thursday
8:00 a.m. Time of Prayer

}fﬁ New Members
77, Don & Linda Beckle
774 4

to Our Church

ANNIE

ARMSTRONG
FASTER OFFERING

Our Church Goal: $2,400.00
Received to Date: $2,243.00
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SPIRIT OF GOD are
GHILDREN OF GOD.

Romans 8:14, NRSV




From Your

A CHRISTLESS CHRISTIANITY? After the great
blessings God poured out on us this past Easter, | heard of
a sad experience some folks endured at a different church
in our area. Even though it was Easter and you would think
it would be easy to preach to a church filled with people
about our Lord’s resurrection, such was not the case.

It seems there was something more important to be
preached that day! On the other hand, there was no such
doubt for the Apostle Paul about what he should preach.
He put it very clearly: “/ determined not to know anything
among you except Jesus Christ and Him
crucified” (I Cor. 2:2). It's obvious that Paul was a preacher
of Christianity. The word “Christianity” has Christ in it, and
Paul preached Christ.

Too many preachers these days are not like Paul. They
are not preachers of Christ and if we take Christ out of
Christianity, we have something called “lanity”. Isn't it
interesting that “lanity” begins with “I’? Far too much of
what we call Christianity today has very little to do with
Christ and a lot to do with us. Our worship is not about
Christ and what He has done. Instead, it is about us and
how we feel about things. Sadly, our great concern is not
about serving God—it is about getting God to serve us.

These are the days of the “troubleshooter” God. We
don’t want much to do with Him, but we sure want Him to
be ready to spring into action if we need Him! If we get the
flu or we have a flat tire, we want Him to be our helper with
all the challenges that life brings our way. But we don’t
want a God who talks about sin, because that would make
us feel bad! And heaven really doesn’t interest us much
because we want our best life now!

The problem is that the smaller we make God, the more
unnecessary we make Him! Many today are starving for
the greatness of God. They desire a God that can do for
them what they cannot do for themselves. What is it they
cannot do for themselves? They can’t remove their own
sins or prepare themselves to stand acceptably in the
presence of a holy God. But through Jesus, God forgives
sinners and declares those sinners to be guiltless. While
so many pursue the God who specializes in trivia, the Bible
calls us to pursue the God who specializes in salvation.
For this is Christianity!

Pastor

Some years ago, a professor in California named
Michael Horton wrote a book entitled Christless
Christianity. I'm sure some people saw that title and said,
“That’'s nonsense! You can’t have Christianity without
Christ!” And that is exactly the point of the book! When
you take Christ out of Christianity, you have something,
but it is no longer Christianity. You could call it “lanity”,
which, by the way, is only one letter, (the letter n), away
from “inanity”. Inanity is “shallowness” or “a lack of
substance”. There you have it! Christianity without Christ
is shallow and empty.

There are two things every true believer in Christ
should dread above everything else. One is a Christless
Bible and the other is a crossless Christ. “lanity” gives us
both! It takes Christ out of the Bible and makes it some
sort of collection of tips for living better. Christianity, on
the other hand, rightly sees Christ as the subject of the
whole Bible (Luke 24:27, 44) and rightly emphasizes that
Christ came to this earth to die on that cross, and that
there is no hope for salvation except in that redeeming
death. As Paul wrote to the churches of Galatia, “God
forbid that | should boast except in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ. . .” (Gal. 6:14). May we always do the same
here at St. Clair Southern Baptist Church. Bro. Bill

Baby Bottle Boomeran

Be sure to pick up a baby bottle on Mother’s
Day—fill it with cash, coins, or a check—and
then return it on Father's Day. Donations will
benefit the Lifeline Pregnancy Care Center in
Cuba. Please make checks payable to LPCC.

A little change can make a BIG difference!

Congratulations to our
2019 High School Graduates!

Isabella Hartmann
Olivia Proctor

Senior

Adult
Banquet

A

Ca[ ﬁhg Al ‘ ehios‘.

Sunday, May 5
at Noon
in the Fellowship Hall

A wonderful meal and time of fellowship
is being planned just for youl We appreciate
your faithful service to the Lord.
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. .covering Jesus from Eterp:
D‘scpa——-\'os to Eternity Fulora ity

July 28\ugust 2, 201¢

VBS VOLUNTEER SIGN UP
Will you give a few hours of your time to help
boys and girls learn about Jesus? Forms are
available in the Sunday bulletin. Please fill one
out and give it to Candace Hix.

VBS WORKER’S MEETING
Sunday, May 19 at noon
Lunch will be provided.
Please let Candace know if you can attend.




