St. Clair Southern Baptist Church

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Have you read any good
books lately?
Our church
library has hundreds of fiction
and non-fiction books,
family-friendly DVDs and videos,
Bible study helps, and much
more! Librarian, Norma Cooley, invites you to visit
the library during National Library Month. There are
books for all ages. Come check it out!
NEW BIBLE STUDY—A new women’s Bible study,
“If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get
Out of the Boat”, will begin on Wednesday, March 4,
at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
AGAPE HOUSE—Your donations of canned goods
(vegetables, meat, fruit), Hamburger Helper, cereals,
pasta, macaroni and cheese, Ramen noodles, etc.
are appreciated. Please mark through the UPC
codes with a black Sharpie marker.
SYMPATHY—We extend our sympathy and prayers
to Patti Smith and family and to Todd and Cindi
Woodcock and family in the death of their loved one,
Bob Smith.

Thank You
It is my pleasure to thank you for your generous
donation of $686. With your assistance, we are
closer to reaching our goal securing the funds
needed to build Phase 1 of the Hope Ranch, which
will include homes, an on-site school, counseling and
services for vulnerable children in our community.
We invite you to visit our new website, which
includes new and updated information, at
www.hoperanchmo.org. Thank you again for your
support of the Hope Ranch of Missouri.
Jennifer Hope, President
Board of Directors
Hope Ranch of Missouri

405 Park Drive St. Clair, Missouri 63077
(636) 629-0612
www.sc-sbc.org
www.facebook.com/stclairsouthern

Sunday
9:00 a.m. Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m. Morning Worship
& Children’s Church
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Tuesday
7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study (Burger King)
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. Bible Study & Prayer Meeting
Thursday
8:00 a.m. Prayer Time

The Living Word Radio Program
Sunday at 7:30 a.m. on KTUI 102.1 FM
Tell a friend and invite them to listen!

NEW MEMBER

Pat Craig
“Praising God and having

favor with all the people.
And the Lord added
to their number day by day
those who were
being saved.”
Acts 2:47

William L. Savage, Pastor
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From Your Pastor’s Heart
HELPING HANDS—As the Lord has done so often, He
has blessed us with people who help St. Clair Southern
extend hands of love and grace to others. These
include: all the men who prepared a delicious breakfast
for Baptist Men’s Day and who sang in the choir; those
who give faithfully to the Agape House Food Ministry and
those who beautifully decorate our church with banners,
table covers and flower arrangements. Thank you for
serving the Lord!
LOVING THE WORLD—There was a man who once
was enthusiastic for the Lord, but after a few years he
drifted away from church and became enslaved to
alcohol. As a school teacher, he would even show up for
class drunk from the night before. His pastor repeatedly
begged him to repent of his sin, but the man refused.
The apostle Paul wrote about someone like this in his
last letter to Timothy. He wrote about a man named
Demas who had forsaken him because he “loved this
present world” (II Tim. 4:10). “World” refers to the
present day of ungodliness, sinful passions and selfish
pursuits. Demas’ love for Christ grew cold. Sadly, his
story has repeated itself throughout church history. But
this isn’t just about falling into gross sin. Someone who
consistently puts things of the world over things of God is
showing a Demas-like love for this world.
There are three tragic consequences from Demas
that are a warning to us all:
1. God-honoring ministry was lost. For several years
Demas was one of Paul’s trusted ministry workers,
but once he left Paul, his ministry stopped.
2. Believers were harmed. Paul wanted Timothy to
come to him in Rome because Demas had “forsaken”
him. Jesus used this same word when He said,
“My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”.
Paul was suffering and needed others to support him,
but Demas skipped town. This deeply hurt Paul. A
brother was in desperate need of love.
3. The Lord was forsaken. When he deserted Paul,
he was also forsaking the Lord. The apostle John put
it like this: “By this we know love, because He laid

down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down
our lives for the brethren” (I John 3:16). We don’t
know what became of Demas. Hopefully, he
repented. But if he did not come back to the Lord,
then he never was a believer in the first place.
But what about you? If you fall back in love with the
world look at what would happen. You would lose
ministry that honors the Lord. You would hurt many
people. And worst of all, you would forsake the Lord
who has been so good to you.
Don’t even flirt with this world. It’s not worth it! You
might regret it for eternity. May the sad story of Demas
encourage you to persevere even when suffering
comes because of your loyalty to Jesus. May it lead
you to believe His promises about the future and to
keep longing for His return. You will never finish the
race in your own strength. You need the Lord. Here
are some words from an old hymn that can be used as
a prayer for Christ’s help:
O Jesus, I have promised to serve Thee to the end;
Be Thou forever near me, my Master and My Friend;
I shall not fear the battle if Thou art by my side;
Nor wander from the pathway if Thou wilt be my guide.

to join us for a

Sweetheart Fellowship
on
Friday, February 14
at 6:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Sign up in the foyer for a special evening of
food, fun, and fellowship!

Hope in Rome
2 Peter 3:9
(News from Jaymie Gerling)









Praises
Thankful for a sweet Christmas with friends
Evangelical Alliance meeting
Great gospel conversations through Christmas
Please pray for:
Our travels to Northern Italy and direction for a new
English ministry to young adults
For our church as we still look for a permanent
place to meet
For health as there have been so many people here
sick with viruses
For specific salvations—Francesca, Rosanna,
Mauro, and Angela

For more information on the work in Rome and how
to partner with Jaymie, please contact her at
joyunspeakable.c@gmail.com.

