St. Clair Southern Baptist Church

ANNOUNCEMENTS
MISSIONS—The ladies will meet in the Fellowship
Hall on Wednesday, February 6, at 7:00 p.m. for a
missions study.
CHURCH LIBRARY NEWS—Our Church Librarian
Norma Cooley invites you to visit the church library
during National Library Month.
Stop by the library (down the hall
from the Nursery) and choose
from hundreds of fiction and
non-fiction books, family-friendly
DVDs and videos, Bible study helps, reference
materials, and much more. Check out some books
and start reading today!
AGAPE HOUSE—Please continue to bring food
items to the foyer—macaroni and cheese, canned
soup, canned fruit, canned vegetables, healthy
cereals, quick snacks—and empty egg cartons.
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY—All men are invited to
Burger King each Tuesday morning at 7:30 a.m. for
Bible study.
PRAYER—Everyone is welcome to join the prayer
group each Thursday morning at 8:00 a.m. in the
Joyful Ladies room.

405 Park Drive St. Clair, Missouri 63077
(636) 629-0612
www.sc-sbc.org
www.facebook.com/stclairsouthern

Sunday
9:00 a.m. Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m. Morning Worship
& Children’s Church
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Tuesday
7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study (Burger King)
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. Bible Study & Prayer Meeting
Thursday
8:00 a.m. Prayer for Revival

It’s a girl!

Lucille Rose Rice
Born January 10, 2019
6 lbs. 12 oz. 19 1/2 in.
Proud Parents: Adam and Linda
Grandparents: Jay and Anna Rice

Congratulations!!!
Thank you sincerely for your
kind expression of sympathy.
This tribute of respect will always be remembered.
Thank you for your thoughtfulness in the passing
of our loved one. The flowers were beautiful.
The Brian Lang Family

New Members

Debbie Million
Barbara Tedder
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From Your Pastor’s Heart
A CHURCH WITHOUT LOVE? How could that ever be?
And yet in too many places today it is exactly what is
happening. In the opening chapters of the book of
Revelation, the Lord Jesus gives seven messages to seven
local churches in first-century Asia (modern Turkey). These
messages warn, encourage, rebuke and praise them, with
each church receiving its own personalized blend from the
Lord—the One who knows them better than they know
themselves.
The first church mentioned in Revelation 2 is the church
at Ephesus. Jesus praises the church for their works, their
effort, their patient endurance and their intolerance for
those who tried to bring worldly compromise and worldly
living into their fellowship (Rev. 2:2-3). This church even
stood firm against false apostles and teachers. This group
of eager and tireless believers had not grown weary in their
fight for the true faith.
But suddenly and shockingly, Jesus powerfully rebukes
what seems to be a very solid local church when He says,
“You have left your first love” (v. 4). This is not just a
minor critique where He tells them how to do a littler better
in some particular area. He tells them that they had “fallen”
and that they needed to repent and do the works they had
done at first (v. 5). There was a sinful lack in their church—
a serious sin or moral flaw—there was a lack of love.
Even more stunning are Jesus’ final words on the
subject: “Repent. . . or else I will come to you quickly and
remove your lampstand from its place—unless you
repent” (v. 5). In other words, if this local church, which had
proven to be excellent in so many other ways, did not
resume, restore and return to the love they had at first,
Jesus would no longer consider them a true church.
Without love, they could not be identified as a collection of
true Christians.
As harsh as this sounds, it fits with the way the rest of
the New Testament elevates love as the defining
Christian characteristic. After all, love was the sum and
substance of Jesus’ “new commandment” in John 13:35:
“By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have
love for one another.” Without love, what reason would the
world have to recognize a group of professing Christians as
true followers of Christ? Where would the evidence be to
support their claim? And if the world would have no reason

to see them as His followers, why would Jesus?
The Apostle Paul tells us the same thing in
I Corinthians 13 where he says that where love is absent,
there is no spiritual gift, no powers of prophecy, and no
personal sacrifice that can make up for a lack of love. It’s
really very simple: where love is absent, God is not
impressed or pleased.
Nothing else a professing
Christian can do can fill the void—not evangelistic zeal,
not self-denial, not generosity, not anything. There is
nothing that can make up for the lack of love.
Jesus said the greatest commandment was to love
God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength
(Mark 12:30).
Then He said the second greatest
commandment was to love your neighbor as yourself
(v. 31). How can a person be considered a Christian or a
church be considered a true church if the greatest
commandments have been abandoned? God has richly
poured out His love on us at St. Clair Southern. I am
convinced He has blessed us as we have faithfully loved
Him and each other. Let’s be sure to keep on loving Him
and His church “because God is love” (I John 4:8). That
love is vital to the life of the church and its usefulness to
the work of God’s kingdom.

The new Women’s Bible
study, “The Book of
Philippians—To Live Is
Christ” by Nancy McGuirk,
will begin on February 20.
The goal of this study is that
God will reveal to us how to
experience joy, even in life’s
difficulties, by understanding
how the principles of Scripture can impact our lives.
Cost of the workbook will be no more than $13,
but you can participate without purchasing a
workbook. A sign-up sheet is in the foyer. All
ladies are invited and please bring a friend!

Bro. Bill

You are invited to
a fun evening
of food and fellowship
on Saturday,
February 16,
at 5:30 p.m.
in the Church
Fellowship Hall
Please sign up in the foyer.

Answers in Genesis

VBS 2019

July 28 - August 2
Mark your calendar and make plans to
join us for this exciting time.
More
information to come!

