St. Clair Southern Baptist Church

ANNOUNCEMENTS
MISSIONS—Please join us on Wednesday,
February 7, at 7:00 p.m. The men will continue to
meet in the sanctuary and the ladies will meet in the
Fellowship Hall.
THE ARMOR OF GOD—The books are in and the
first Bible study will be Wednesday, February 7, at
7:00 p.m. An envelope has been placed in each
book for your donation to cover the cost of the book
($12.99). Ladies are welcome to park in the back
and use the Fellowship Hall door.

405 Park Drive St. Clair, Missouri 63077
(636) 629-0612
www.sc-sbc.org
www.facebook.com/stclairsouthern

Sunday
9:00 a.m. Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m. Morning Worship
& Children’s Church
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Tuesday
7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study (Burger King)

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY—All men are welcome to
attend a Bible study each Tuesday morning at
7:30 a.m. in the meeting room at Burger King .
PRAYER FOR REVIVAL—Join us on Thursday
mornings at 8:00 a.m. in the Joyful Ladies room.

Wednesday
7:00 p.m. Bible Study & Prayer Meeting
Thursday
8:00 a.m. Prayer for Revival

AGAPE HOUSE—Please continue to bring macaroni
and cheese, canned soup, canned fruit, canned
vegetables, healthy cereals and quick snacks for
children, and empty egg cartons.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD—Monthly needs
for February are hats, scarves, gloves, toys and
coloring books. Contact Karen Weidman for a
complete list of items needed for the year. A
decorated box is in the foyer for your donations.
CHURCH LIBRARY—Norma Cooley, church
librarian, invites you to visit the church library in
honor of National Library Month. The library is home
to hundreds of fiction and non-fiction books, Bible
study and reference materials, family-friendly DVDs
and videos, and more. There is something for
everyone in your family, so come by this Sunday and
start reading!

The St. Clair Lions Club would like to thank the
church for allowing us to use the facility for the “Little
Angels Program”. Through your help, we’ve reached
more than 100 children and over 40 families in our
community with gifts delivered by Santa.
Thanks so much,
Lion Jay Rice
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From Your Pastor’s Heart
LOVE IS DANGEROUS—How can that be? Isn’t love
something that everybody needs or wants? How
could it ever be seen as dangerous? The Apostle
Paul understood the danger of love when he wrote:
“And I will very gladly spend and be spent for your
souls; though the more abundantly I love you, the less
I am loved” (II Corinthians 12:15). Paul wrote these
words to the church he had started at Corinth on his
second missionary journey. He says the more deeply
he loved them, the less he was personally loved. This
is an astonishing statement! The fact that this great
man who wrote almost half of the books of the New
Testament, this man who next to Jesus Himself had
the most important part in the founding of the Christian
church, that this man should say his love so freely
poured out should be so little returned is truly
shocking. How could this possibly happen?
The first thing that jumps out at me from reading
this statement is that Paul was a man with a great
capacity to love. You can see this in the book of Acts
and in the epistles. Unfortunately, Paul’s image is
often pictured as someone who is cold-hearted and
mean-spirited, as if he trampled on the feelings of
others as he bore down on them with his teaching.
But this is not the case at all. Notice how often he
spoke of his friends and associates as “beloved”—
people like Tychicus (Ephesians 6:21), Onesimus
(Colossians 4:9) and Luke (Colossians 4:14).
In Romans 9 Paul speaks of his love and
compassion for his fellow countrymen, the Jews. He
says this when he wishes that he himself was
“accursed from Christ” on their behalf, if this would be
a way for them to be saved (Romans 9:3).
What can we learn from Paul’s statement that he
loved other people deeply but, in regards to the
Corinthians at least, he did not receive the same love?
Well, first of all, love is often unappreciated. A country
music singer once said that broken-hearted love songs
sell more than anything else. Why is it so often we

have feelings of love to others who flatly reject all our
expressions of affection? Many parents have poured
out their love upon their child (an emotion so human
and natural) only to see that same child turn away
from them in rejection. Jesus tells us about such a
child in the parable of the prodigal son (Luke 15). Or
a cherished “friend” abandons us and breaks our
hearts with hostility and even hatred. A loving
person exposes himself to pain and heartache.
Critics will ask, if it is true that love can so often
be unappreciated and rejected, would it not be better
never to love at all? Why risk our hearts in affection
when it can end in frustration and sorrow? Why
allow ourselves to love when it is so dangerous?
My answer comes from the only real source of
perfect instruction, the Bible. Here it is: it is better to
love and be spurned than never to love at all,
because true love not only comes from God but
makes us like God whose goodness and mercy are
so often rejected. Just look at the cross where the
Son of God prayed for those who crucified Him
(Luke 23:34).
They certainly rejected His
compassion, but there is a love that is never rejected
and that is our love to God. He is ever true, ever
faithful and unchanging in His perfect love to us.
How we should praise and thank our gracious and
loving God!

Bro. Bill

The Way of Love
If I speak with human eloquence and
angelic ecstasy but don’t love,
I’m nothing but the creaking of a rusty gate.
If I speak God’s Word with power,
revealing all his mysteries
and making everything plain as day,
and if I have faith that says to a mountain,
“Jump,” and it jumps, but I don’t love, I’m nothing.
If I give everything I own to the poor
and even go to the stake to be burned as a martyr,
but I don’t love, I’ve gotten nowhere.
So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do,
I’m bankrupt without love.
Love never gives up.
Love cares more for others than for self.
Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have.
Love doesn’t strut, Doesn’t have a swelled head,
Doesn’t force itself on others,
Isn’t always “me first,” Doesn’t fly off the handle,
Doesn’t keep score of the sins of others,
Doesn’t revel when others grovel,
Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth,
Puts up with anything, Trusts God always,
Always looks for the best, Never looks back,
But keeps going to the end. Love never ends.
As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues,
they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away.
For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but
when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away.
When I was a child, I spoke like a child,
I thought like a child, I reasoned like a
child. When I became a man, I gave up
childish ways. For now we see in a
mirror dimly, but then face to face.
Now I know in part; then I shall know fully,
even as I have been fully known.
So now faith, hope, and love abide,
these three; but the greatest of these is

Love.

I Corinthians 13 MSG/ESV

