St. Clair Southern Baptist Church

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHRISTMAS DECORATING—There will be no
mid-week Bible study on Wednesday, December 2,
as we decorate the church for the Christmas season.
MEMORIAL POINSETTIAS—If you would like to
purchase a poinsettia in memory of a loved one,
forms are available on the foyer table. The cost is
$7 each. Please return your completed form and
money to Brenda Savage by Sunday, December 6.
NURSERY VOLUNTEERS—Your help is needed to
provide nursery care for next year in both the Sunday
morning and evening worship services. Please sign
the list in the foyer so a new schedule can be
prepared for 2021.
SALVATION ARMY—Bell ringers are needed to
man the kettle at Country Mart on Saturday,
December 19, from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. A sign-up
sheet is on the foyer table if you can help for an hour
or two. If you can help at other times, please call
636-629-3500 ext. 1000.

405 Park Drive St. Clair, Missouri 63077
(636) 629-0612
www.sc-sbc.org
www.facebook.com/stclairsouthern

Sunday
9:00 a.m. Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m. Morning Worship
& Children’s Church
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Tuesday
7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study (Church Fellowship Hall)
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. Bible Study & Prayer Meeting
Thursday
8:00 a.m. Prayer Time

The Living Word Radio Program
Sunday at 7:30 a.m. on KTUI 102.1 FM
Tell a friend and invite them to listen!

CHRISTMAS “POST OFFICE”—The “Post Office” is
set up in the foyer if you want to give a Christmas
card to church friends.
The money saved on
postage makes a great gift to Lottie Moon!

Christmas Candlelight
& Ingathering Service

AGAPE HOUSE FOOD PANTRY—The pantry can
always use dry good meal items (Hamburger
Helper-type meals, macaroni and cheese, noodles in
sauce) and canned food items (tuna, canned
meats, canned fruit, etc.). Gift cards to either of our
local grocery stores and personal care items
(shampoo, conditioner, dish soap, toilet tissue, paper
towels, cleaning supplies) are also needed.

Wednesday, December 23
7:00 p.m.
Please join us for this special worship service as
we celebrate our Savior’s birth and give our gifts to
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International
Missions. This offering helps people around the world
to hear the good news of Jesus Christ.

William L. Savage, Pastor
“Sharing God’s Life-Changing Love”
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From Your Pastor’s Heart
THANK YOU—to our wonderful church family for all
the love and kindness shown to us for Pastor
Appreciation. As I have said many times before, this
church has always made us feel very appreciated.
And especially in these challenging times, your
generosity and support mean very, very much to
Brenda, Ryan, and me.
A BLESSED CHRISTMAS VERSE—There are many,
many Christmas verses in the Bible. One of my
favorite verses is II Corinthians 8:9—“For you know
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was
rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you
through His poverty might become rich.”
This verse gives us the gospel in a nutshell. That
phrase “He was rich” reminds us that the Lord Jesus
Christ did not begin to exist when He was born to Mary
in Bethlehem. He existed from eternity past with God
the Father and God the Holy Spirit. And He existed
with incredible and indescribable riches. He was rich
in position, rich in honor, rich in possessions and
rich in worship.
But He did not cling to those riches. In this verse
Paul tells us that “He became poor”. No one has ever
been richer than Christ, and no one has ever become
poorer than Christ. He not only came to lowly
Bethlehem, but He was born in a stable and laid in a
manger. He grew up in a carpenter’s workshop.
During His earthly ministry He said, “Foxes have holes
and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man
has nowhere to lay His head” (Luke 9:58).
But the greatest poverty He endured was on the
cross. There He became spiritually impoverished.
There for the first time He experienced
God-forsakenness. It had to be so because sin
separates us from God, and the Lord Jesus
became sin for His people. Paul puts it like this in
II Corinthians 5:21—“For He made Him who knew no
sin to be sin for us, that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him.”

Who can measure the gap between heaven’s
riches and the poverty Jesus suffered upon this
earth? Why would He do such a thing? Why would
He lay aside His riches? Paul says it was “for your
sakes. . . that you through His poverty might become
rich”.
Would you like to rejoice in this Christmas
season? After all the stress and strain of this past
year from the pandemic and presidential election, I’m
convinced most people would like a break from all of
that tension. So, would you desire for this Christmas
season to take on a special warmth and glow? Then
let these words echo in your minds: “for your
sakes”. Take it even a step further and let these
words echo in your mind: “for my sake”.
The Lord Jesus did not have to come to earth.
He did not have to leave all His riches behind and
endure such poverty. He did not have to experience
the poverty of God-forsakenness on the cross. But
He did all that. Why? He did it for us. He came as
one of us so He could go to Calvary and do
something for us. He endured our hell on the
cross, so there is nothing left for us but heaven.
All of this is captured and wrapped up in that
wonderfully beautiful, excellent, perfect word
“GRACE”. May that word be much on our minds as
we celebrate God’s greatest gift to us this
Christmas—Jesus Christ!

LOTTIE MOON
CHRISTMAS OFFERING
OUR CHURCH GOAL: $2,500
WEEK OF PRAYER
NOVEMBER 29 - DECEMBER 6, 2020
FUN FACTS ABOUT LOTTIE MOON





YOUR GIFTS TO LOTTIE:


$1 will provide a hot meal for a refugee, $10 will
provide a warm blanket, and $20 will provide a
hygiene kit. The modern refugee crisis provides
unparalleled opportunities to meet the basic
needs of individuals and families in biblically
mandated mercy ministries while sharing the
gospel.



$10 will provide a Bible in a local language, $20
will provide 20 pocket New Testaments in a local
language, and $60 will provide Bible study
materials for a new believer’s class. 180 million
people do not have access to any Scripture in
their own language, and another 1.5 billion do
not have a full Bible, but only portions in their
native language.

Bro. Bill

Agape
House
would
greatly
a p p r e c i a t e
donations of new,
unwrapped toys for ages 4-13, especially
9-13, or cash for toys. As many as 850
children are expected this year. Wrapping
paper is also needed. Please bring items to
the church by Sunday, December 13.

Lottie had seven siblings.
Lottie was one of the first women in the South to
receive a master’s degree.
During the Civil War, Lottie helped care for the
wounded.
One of the Chinese men Lottie led to Jesus
became a pastor and an evangelist. He led over
10,000 Chinese people to Jesus.

