St. Clair Southern Baptist Church

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHRISTMAS DECORATING—Come decorate the
church for the Christmas season on Wednesday,
December 4, at 6:00 p.m. There will be no mid-week
Bible study.
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY—finished early and will
not meet on December 4 as originally scheduled.
CLEANUP COSTS—If you would like to help pay for
the cleanup costs from the recent flooding in the
Fellowship Hall, please designate “Cleanup Costs”
on a blue envelope.
MEMORIAL POINSETTIAS—Forms are available on
the foyer table if you want to purchase a poinsettia
($7 each) in memory of a loved one. Completed
order forms and money should be given to Brenda
Savage by Sunday, December 8.
NURSERY—Volunteers are needed in the nursery
for next year. If you can help in the Sunday morning
or evening worship services, please sign the list on
the foyer table.
BELL RINGERS—Our church will be ringing bells for
the Salvation Army at Country Mart on Saturday,
December 14, from noon to 7:00 p.m. A sign-up
sheet is on the foyer table. If you would like to ring
bells at other times, please call 636-629-3500
ext. 1000.
CHRISTMAS “POST OFFICE”—If you want to give
a Christmas card to church friends, please use the
“Post Office” that will be set up in the foyer. The
amount you save on postage would make a great gift
to Lottie Moon, too!
AGAPE HOUSE—Your donations of canned goods
(vegetables, meat, fruit), Hamburger Helper, cereals,
pasta, macaroni and cheese, Ramen noodles, etc.
are appreciated.

405 Park Drive St. Clair, Missouri 63077
(636) 629-0612
www.sc-sbc.org
www.facebook.com/stclairsouthern

Sunday
9:00 a.m. Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m. Morning Worship
& Children’s Church
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Tuesday
7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study (Burger King)
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. Bible Study & Prayer Meeting
Thursday
8:00 a.m. Prayer Time

The Living Word Radio Program
Sunday mornings at 7:30 on KTUI 102.1 FM
Tell a friend and invite them to listen!

Agape House is looking for donations of
cash or new unwrapped toys for ages 4-13
(especially 9-13). As many as 850 children
are expected. Wrapping paper and tape are
also needed. Please bring items to the foyer
by Sunday, December 15.

William L. Savage, Pastor
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From Your Pastor’s Heart
GOD’S BLESSINGS—continue to be poured out on
St. Clair Southern Baptist Church! Many thanks to all those
who helped make this year’s Thanksgiving Banquet extra
special. What a joy it was to see so many people attend
and share a great evening of fellowship and delicious food.
Another blessing has been the wonderful way so many
have increased their giving to help our church with costs
from the water damage in the Fellowship Hall. Thank you
for the way you have shown such love for our church.
“THE BEST CHRISTMAS EVER” is a statement that crops
up repeatedly each Christmas season. Another way to say
it is “This Christmas is going to be perfect.” Somehow
every Christmas has to be better than the last one.
Everything must be perfect! Nothing must be out of place!
I can’t help but wonder what does “the best Christmas
ever” really mean? What is it that would make this
Christmas better than all those before it? Do we mean that
this Christmas we will get the best of all gifts? Do we mean
that this Christmas we will see the best of all decorations?
Do we mean that we will laugh more or eat more or go to
more Christmas parties?
Is our craving for the “best Christmas ever” no more
than just a symptom of the discontent that has plagued us
since Adam and Eve were driven out of the Garden of
Eden? After all, we had the perfect once, but we lost it.
We’ve been trying to get it back ever since. In other words,
is our yearning for “the best Christmas ever” really just us
saying about ourselves what the Bible says about us?
The truth is “the best Christmas ever” already
happened, and it was such a great Christmas that it can
never be outdone. I’m talking about the very first
Christmas, that Christmas without which there would have
been no other Christmases. That first Christmas was the
best Christmas because the best of all persons came to
this earth to do the best of all things so that we can
enjoy the best of all ends.
The best of all persons would be the Lord Jesus Christ.
Out of all the billions of people who have lived on Earth,
there is no one else like Him. He is God in human flesh!
And He came to this earth, not as a full-grown man, but as
a baby. Who would have thought that God could be held in
such a tiny package?

The best of all things would be the work of providing
salvation for sinners like us. That work required Him to
live in complete obedience to God and to die on the cross
where He received the wrath of God that sinners like us
deserve. All believers in Jesus Christ rejoice in Him
providing the righteousness we don’t have and paying for
the sins we do have. Hallelujah, what a Savior!
The best of all ends is getting back into the paradise
we lost! The subject of the Bible is we lost paradise
through sin but it is regained through Christ. Each
Christmas season we also hear people telling us what
Christmas is “all about”. Some say it’s giving, others say
it’s family and still others say it’s having fun. But this is
what Christmas is all about: “For God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life” (John 3:16). This is the TRUE meaning of Christmas.
There’s nothing wrong with people wanting to have a
better Christmas, but the way to make this Christmas
better is to think less about this Christmas and more
about the first Christmas, which was truly “the best
Christmas ever”. May the Lord bless you with His joy, His
peace and His presence this Christmas season! From
our family to yours, Merry Christmas!

Bro. Bill

WEEK OF PRAYER
DECEMBER 1-8, 2019
OUR CHURCH GOAL: $3,200.00
Since 1845, the IMB has partnered with churches
to send missionaries to live and work among those
around the world with little or no access to the
Gospel. 100% of your generous gifts provides
missionaries the help they need to live among the
unreached people groups they serve.

Family Christmas
Celebration
Sunday, December 15
6:00 p.m.
Join us for a Children’s
Christmas play (with help
from the adults) and the
Christmas Story.
Bring
your
favorite
Christmas snack for a
fellowship afterwards.
If you are participating in
the play, please stay for
practice on Sunday,
December 8, after the
morning worship service.

Christmas Candlelight
& Ingathering Service
Sunday, December 22
6:00 p.m.
Make plans to join us for this special worship
service as we celebrate our Savior’s birth and
give our gifts to the Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering for International Missions. This offering
will give people around the world the opportunity
to hear the good news of Jesus Christ.

