St. Clair Southern Baptist Church

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BAPTIST WOMEN WORLD DAY OF PRAYER—will
be held at the Ministry Center on Monday,
November 2, at 10:00 a.m.
PRAYER VIGIL—On Monday, November 2,
Evergreen Baptist Church will host an
Association-wide Election Prayer Vigil from
2:00-8:00 p.m. at the Ministry Center.
You are
invited to pray for the nation and join with others in
crying out to our Heavenly Father to heal our land
and protect our country.

405 Park Drive St. Clair, Missouri 63077
(636) 629-0612
www.sc-sbc.org
www.facebook.com/stclairsouthern

Sunday
9:00 a.m. Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m. Morning Worship
& Children’s Church
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Tuesday
7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study (Church Fellowship Hall)

Remember to vote
on Tuesday, November 3!
“TWELVE MORE WOMEN OF THE BIBLE”—will
continue with Session 4 (Ruth—“Staying Focused in
a World of Distractions”) on Wednesday,
November 4, and with Session 5 (Puah and
Shiphrah—“How to Fight Your Fears”) on
November 18. All ladies are welcome to attend.
OCC PACKING PARTY— Please join us in the
Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, November 11, after
the monthly business meeting to pack and prepare
the shoeboxes.
Shoebox Collection Week is
November 16-23.
AGAPE HOUSE FOOD PANTRY—The pantry is low
on dry good meal items (Hamburger Helper-type
meals, macaroni and cheese, noodles in sauce) and
canned food items (tuna, canned meats, canned
fruit, etc.). Gift cards to either of our local grocery
stores and personal care items (shampoo,
conditioner, dish soap, toilet tissue, paper towels,
cleaning supplies) are also desperately needed.

Wednesday
7:00 p.m. Bible Study & Prayer Meeting
Thursday
8:00 a.m. Prayer Time

The Living Word Radio Program
Sunday at 7:30 a.m. on KTUI 102.1 FM
Tell a friend and invite them to listen!

William L. Savage, Pastor
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From Your Pastor’s Heart
A SACRED DUTY—In this year’s “most important
election in history” I have been surprised by the
number of Christians who have given up on all political
interests. I’ve heard them say, “I don’t like either
candidate, so I’m staying home.” Yes, I get fed up
with all the selfishness and empty promises of
politicians too, but to a Christian, voting is never an
option—it is both our civic duty and our sacred duty.
Voting is required of us as good citizens and as God’s
agents for appointing leaders.
So who should Christians vote for and how do we
go about choosing the best candidate? Christians live
by the revealed truth of God’s Word, and they are
never to be held captive to any political party. The
best place to go for wisdom is not the candidates’
websites, but the Bible.
For example, Moses’ father-in-law, Jethro, advised
Moses to appoint as rulers “able men” who “fear God,
men who are trustworthy and who hate a
bribe” (Exodus 18:21). The standard then and now is
competence and integrity or honesty. Years later, God
told the prophet Samuel to pick Saul as Israel’s first
king who “shall save My people from the hand of the
Philistines” (I Samuel 9:16). This passage reminds us
of Paul’s words in Romans—government’s role is to
use its power and authority to preserve order and
restrain and punish evil.
Today, God no longer chooses our leaders directly
(although some of us wish He did, if only to avoid the
two-year-long political campaigns). But we live in a
country where God allows us the privilege of choosing
our leaders.
Instead of a prophet, we are to
commission leaders of competence, virtue and
character.
That’s why not voting or rejecting
candidates because they’re not perfect on some
biblical score sheet, is a forsaking of our trust.
Ultimately, in casting a vote, our judgment should
be guided by what glorifies God. Our Founders
understood this, but too many of today’s politicians

pander to special interests where billions of our tax
dollars go to the special pleaders. God, however,
has a deep and abiding interest in all people being
treated fairly. If God favors any “special interest”, it
is the babies in the womb, the weak and disabled
and the elderly—those with the least access to
political power and those who are the most
defenseless among us.
Augustine wrote long ago that we live in both the
“City of God” and the “City of Man”. He repeated
Jesus’ teaching that while Christians live in the City
of Man, we do not belong to it. We are like travelers
in a foreign country. Our true home is in the City of
God. Like the old song says, “This world is not my
home; I’m just a passing through.”
As we go to the polls, please be informed about
the people and issues, pray, and be sure to vote.
Doing so is not only a privilege; it is also a
responsibility. I agree with what Billy Graham said
years ago: “If America is to survive, we must elect
more God-centered men and women to public office;
individuals who will seek Divine guidance in the
affairs of state.” Regardless of who wins, the City of
God and the Kingdom of God endure. We can rest
assured that the outcome of this election is in the
Lord’s hands. But above all, we must be busy
working to advance God’s Kingdom in this world.

Bro. Bill
Agape
House
would
greatly
a p p r e c i a t e
donations of new,
unwrapped toys for ages 4-13, especially
9-13, or cash for toys. As many as 850
children are expected this year. Wrapping
paper is also needed. Please bring items to
the church by Sunday, December 13.

Dearest Church Family,
First, I want to praise my Lord and Savior for His
healing hands. I also want to praise Him for giving me a
loving church family who believes in prayer. Thank you.
I pray you have been blessed by spending time in
prayer as I have. I would like to share two verses with
you, Hebrews 13:5-6, that I have felt a long time
claimed the promise, “I will never leave you nor forsake
you”.
I love you and thank you. I praise my Lord and
Savior for you.
Love in Christ,
Dan Cooley

A Thanksgiving Prayer
We thank Thee, God, for blessings—
The big ones and the small—
Thy tender love and mercy
That guards and keeps us all.
The fresh awakening of joy
That comes with morning light,
Sunlit hours to fill the day
And restful sleep at night.
The hope, the beauty, and the love
That brighten each day’s living—
We praise Thee, and our hearts are filled
With joy, and with thanksgiving.
The pride that’s found in work well done,
The love of those who care,
The peace of mind, the sweet content
That comes with quiet prayer.
—Author unknown

