St. Clair Southern Baptist Church

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME—ends on Sunday,
November 3, at 2:00 a.m. Remember to turn your
clocks BACK one hour on Saturday night!
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER—A WMU/WOM mission
meeting and prayer service will be held at First
Baptist Church in Gray Summit on Monday,
November 4, at 10:00 a.m. Brenda Poinsett will
speak. Lunch will be provided by the church.

405 Park Drive St. Clair, Missouri 63077
(636) 629-0612
www.sc-sbc.org
www.facebook.com/stclairsouthern

Sunday
9:00 a.m. Coffee & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:40 a.m. Morning Worship
& Children’s Church
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship
Tuesday

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY—“Discerning the
Voice of God” by Priscilla Shirer will continue with
Session 5 on Wednesday, November 6, at 6:30 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall.
Session 6 will be on
Wednesday, November 20.

7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study (Burger King)
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. Bible Study & Prayer Meeting
Thursday

COAT DRIVE—Donations of new or gently used
winter coats can be dropped off at the church until
Thursday, November 7. The coats will be given to
our Franklin County neighbors.
OCC PACKING PARTY—is scheduled for Thursday,
November 7, at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
Soup will be provided. Your help packing the boxes
will be appreciated.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD—Choose an
“ornament” from the foyer wall to help pay for the
postage on the shoeboxes.
A $9 donation is
requested for each box. Shoebox Collection Week is
November 18-25.
AGAPE HOUSE—Your donations of canned goods
(vegetables, meat, fruit), Hamburger Helper, cereals,
pasta, macaroni and cheese, Ramen noodles, etc.
are appreciated.

8:00 a.m. Prayer Time

The Living Word Radio Program
Sunday mornings at 7:30 on KTUI 102.1 FM
Tell a friend and invite them to listen!

William L. Savage, Pastor
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From Your Pastor’s Heart
I AM SO THANKFUL—for all the blessings God has
given through so many of you! It was very encouraging to
see all the volunteers who reached out to almost
300 children and their families through the Trick or Treat
event. Thanks also to the Gideons for all the New
Testaments that were given out. Thank you too for the
wonderful Pastor Appreciation and Breaking of the Bread
fellowship. I deeply appreciate every card, gift and kind
word you shared. How blessed I am to pastor such a
sweet and loving church!
THE THERAPY OF THANKSGIVING—Did you know that
giving thanks and having a thankful attitude are
therapeutic and good for you? And did you know that’s
especially true when you’re going through the “thick of
things”? You know what I mean by the thick of things:
serious trouble or desperate circumstances!
The Apostle Paul certainly was in the “thick of things”
in Acts 27. He was a prisoner of the Roman government
who was sailing to Rome to stand trial before Caesar
(Acts 26:32). The charge leveled against him was starting
a rebellion against the government (Acts 24:5-6). Now all
that would seem to be enough trouble, but Paul’s trouble
was just beginning. His ship was struck by a terrible
storm that Luke, the author of Acts, says “. . . we were
exceedingly tempest-tossed”. To make things worse, the
storm kept raging for several days, two weeks to be exact!
The sailors on the ship had given up all hope. But in
the midst of their despair, Paul offered them
encouragement and hope. One of the ways he did that
was by giving them food. Now here is the amazing
thing—in all that crisis, fear, confusion and
discouragement, Paul did not just offer food. He first
“gave thanks to God in the presence of them all” (v. 35).
If there had ever been a time where giving thanks
would seem to be out of place, surely this was it! Paul
could have said, “These men are too busy with the storm.
There’s no point in giving thanks.” Or he could have said,
“These men are in no mood to have religion crammed
down their throats.” Or he could have said, “These men
will think I’m crazy to thank God for food with this storm
raging. Why thank God for the food when He won’t stop

the storm?”
But Paul thanked God just the same. Why did he do
it? Some would say it was just force of habit, but Paul
was too thoughtful and too devoted to Christ to do this
out of habit. This was a sincere expression of worship
to God. By doing this, Paul was saying that he believed
God is with us in every situation. There would be no
need to pray if God were not there to hear the prayer.
Paul was also stating his firm belief that every good
thing comes from God, even something as common as
food. We must be thankful for both the big things and
the small things in life. By the way, if we are always
thankful for the small things, we will never fail to be
thankful for the big things.
Paul was also showing his companions that we are
blessed even when we are burdened. The result of
Paul’s simple act of thanksgiving was all the people on
the ship were encouraged (v. 36). Thankfulness never
fails to leave a good impression. Sourness also leaves
an impression, but never a good one. We can go
through life being either humbly grateful or grumbly
hateful. Let’s be sure to always be humbly grateful.
If someone had asked Paul to name the thing
for which he was most grateful, I think he
would say, “Thanks be to God for His indescribable
gift” (II Cor. 9:15). That gift is Christ and the eternal life
we can receive through Him. Be thankful for all God’s
gifts, and don’t ever fail to be thankful for God’s greatest
Gift, Jesus Christ.

Bro. Bill

Church-wide Thanksgiving Banquet
Saturday, November 16
5:00 p.m.
Everyone is invited to share in a
delicious meal served in the
Fellowship Hall. Turkey, dressing,
ham, mashed potatoes, gravy, and drinks will be
provided. Please bring salads, vegetables, and
desserts. Invite someone to come with you!

AGAPE HOUSE
TOY DRIVE
Donations of cash or
new unwrapped toys for
ages 4-13 (especially 9-13) will be greatly
appreciated. As many as 850 children are
expected. Wrapping paper and tape are also
needed. Please bring items to the foyer by
Sunday, December 15.

Family Christmas
Celebration
Sunday, December 15
6:00 p.m.
Join us for a Children’s
Christmas play (with help
from the adults) and the
Christmas Story. If you
would like to read a poem,
sing a song, or be willing
to READ a part for the
play, please contact Myrna
Turner. Bring your favorite
Christmas snack for a
fellowship afterwards.

